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Pathfinder: Organizing, 1945 - present

INTRODUCTION

The following document is intended for researchers as a guide to The George Meany
Memorial Archives and its library covering the history of organizing in the labor movement in
the United States since World War II (although some of the materials listed do cover earlier
periods). Organized by record type, this pathfinder lists published and non-published records
of the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO)
and its predecessor organizations, the AFL and the CIO; photographs and physical artifacts;
and books and pamphlets. Although most of the items cover the history of the activities of
the Federation, some material, particularly in the library, covers organizing efforts by non-
affiliated groups. The list should not be considered exhaustive. Researchers should also
consult with the staff of The George Meany Memorial Archives.

This pathfinder was prepared by David Puckett, Kate Snodgrass, Mark Wilkens, and
Cynthia Zujko-Miller.
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Pathfinder:

RG1-009

RG1-015

RG1-021

RG1-024

RG1-027

Organizing, 1945 - present

FINDING AIDS FOR MANUSCRIPT COLLECTIONS

Office of the President. Strikes and Agreements File, 1898-1953 (Microfilm 33
and 300). Some files contain detailed reports of AFL field organizers.

Office of the President. William Green Papers, 1888-1952.

Series 6. Memoranda, 1934-1952.

Box/Folder: 19/1 Organizers Added/Dropped AFL Payroll, 1945-1947
19/2 Organizers Added/Dropped AFL Payroll, 1948-1949
19/3  Organizers Added/Dropped AFL Payroll, 1950-1952

American Federation of Labor Records, Part II: President’s Office Files
Series A. William Green Papers, 1934-1952

Subject index includes entry on organization.

Office of the President. Correspondence, 1926-1934, 1940-1968. Contains
correspondence with paid organizers.

Office of the President. President’s Files, George Meany, 1947-1960.

Series 1. National and International Union Correspondence, 1951-1960.
Box/Folder: 1/8  Agricultural Workers Organizing Committee
3/4  Carpenters, Woodworkers, Upholsterers, and Furniture
Workers: Organizing, 1956-1957
6/6  Government and Civic Employees Organizing Committee
(CI0), 1955-1956

Series 3. State Central Body Correspondence, 1952-1960.
Box/Folder: 18/23 Canada: Kittimat Organizing Drive, 1955

Series 7. Condolences, Congratulations, Invitations, and Engagements, 1952-1960.
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RG1-030

RG1-036

RG1-037

RG2-007

Organizing, 1945 - present

Box/Folder: 42/25 Condolences: Salaried and Volunteer Organizers, 1952

Series 9. International Files, 1948-1960.
Box/Folder:  50/9  Organization Department, C. Millard, 1958

Office of the President. National and International Unions, Correspondence, 1960-
1969 (Microfilm). Continues RG1-003. Subjects include organizing.

Office of the President. CIO Files of John L. Lewis (Microfilm).
Part 1. Correspondence with CIO Unions, 1929-1962. Subjects include organizers
and organizing drives.

Office of the President. CIO Files of John L. Lewis (Microfilm).
Part 2. General Files on the CIO and AFL, 1929-1955. Subjects include
organizing.

Secretary-Treasurer’s Office. Secretary-Treasurer’s Files: William F. Schnitzler,
1952-1980.

Series 1. Reference Files, 1954-1967.
Box/Folder: 1/42 Department of Organization, AFL-CIO, 1956-1962

Series 2. AFL-CIO No Raid Agreement, 1953-1967.
Subseries 2. Dispute Case Files.
Box/Folder: 3/43 Building Service Employees v. Government and Civic
Organizing Committee, 1956
5/6  Marine Division v. Government Workers Organizing
Committee, 1955
5/11  Meat Cutters v. Leather Workers Organizing Committee,
1954-1955
5/12  Meat Cutters v. Leather Workers Organizing Committee,
1955
6/9  State (AFSCME) v. Government and Civic Organizing
Committee, 1954-1956
6/10 State (AFSCME) v. Government and Civic Organizing
Committee, 1954-1956
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RG4-003

RG4-006

RG18-003

RG20-001

RG21-001

RG28-002

Organizing, 1945 - present

Executive Council. CIO Executive Board, Minutes, 1938-1955 (Microfilm).
Subjects include organizing.

Executive Council. AFL-CIO Executive Council Minutes, 1955-1969. Subjects
include organizing.

International Affairs Department. Jay Lovestone Files, 1939-1974.

Series 1. Subject Files, New York Office, 1939-1974.
Box/Folder:  52/21 Organization of Democratic Russians in Exile, 1950-1951

Information Department, CIO. Union News Service, 1936-1950. The Union
News Service promoted organizing heavy industry through articles on organizing
drives in all the major industries. The newspaper supported attempts to organize
a massive political force of workers to improve working conditions and build a
base of political power.

Legislation Department. Records, 1906-1978.

Series 1. Legislative Reference Files, 1921-1978
Box/Folder: 31/35 Labor Organizing, 1953-1958

Organizing Department. Records, 1955-1975.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection, consisting of correspondence, reports, minutes, contracts,
constitutions, speeches, printed material, and clippings, contains records produced
and collected by the AFL-CIO’s Department of Organization and its regional
offices for the period 1955-1973, although most documents are dated 1963-1973.

The great bulk of these papers, in particular the activity reports, service reports,
monthly reports, documents the activities of AFL-CIO organizers throughout the
country. Additionally, the monthly reports written by regional directors present
general analyses of affiliated union organizing and service activities in particular
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regions. In other documents, the quantitative aspects of these reports are tabulated
in number of man-days spent on each activity and with what organization.

This collection contains information and materials that would be valuable to
students and researchers interested in the development of the AFL-CIO’s
Department of Organization and its efforts to develop new organizing approaches
and techniques and to increase the growth of unionism among the unorganized,
especially white-collar, service, textile, wood and agricultural workers. T h e
records offer extensive information on the Los Angeles-Orange Counties campaign
(1965-1973), the Baltimore-D.C. campaign (1 966-1970), the Mississippi campaigns
(1967-1973), the Iowa campaign (1965-1973), and numerous other organizing
campaigns that began in the late 1960s.

The records are arranged in eight series: 1) Directors’ Files, 2) Regional
Correspondence, 3) Organizers’ Correspondence, 4) State Labor Councils, 5)
Activity Reports, 6) Monthly Service Reports, 7) Monthly Round-up Reports, and
8) Subject Files.

SERIES NOTES
Series 1. Directors’ Files, 1955-1973

Series 1 contains records that appear to have been kept by successive directors of
the department, particularly William Kircher, John Livingston, and William
Schnitzler. The series documents interactions between headquarters and regional
offices and between the department and the executive council. There is extensive
material on organizing campaigns at General Electric (1967-1973) and R.R.
Donnelly companies (1967-1971), two corporations that dominated their respective
industries. To a lesser degree the Farah, California grape growers, and textile
industry campaigns are also documented.

The series is arranged alphabetically.
Series 2. Regional Correspondence, 1956-1974

Series 2 contains correspondence between the administrative officers of the regions
and headquarter’s staff.

The series is arranged numerically by region and then chronologically. Each
folder is also identified by the primary correspondent.
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Series 3. Organizers’ Correspondence, 1956-1961

Series 3 includes the correspondence, often not very extensive, between individual
organizers and headquarter’s staff.
The series is arranged alphabetically by name of organizer.

Series 4. State Labor Councils, 1957

This small series contains correspondence with and materials related to a few state
labor councils for the year 1957. The processing team was surprised not to find
a more geographically and chronologically complete set of records for state labor
councils.

The series is arranged alphabetically by state.
Series 5. Activity Reports, 1956-1975

The AFL-CIO Organizing Department required each member of the field staff to
file reports of daily activities. This series comprises the copies of those reports
that were regularly forwarded to the department.

While the quality and content of the reports varies widely, the series offers a
number of perspectives on organizing tasks at the grassroots. Used in conjunction
with material from other series, these records provide an opportunity to reconstruct
specific organizing campaigns and to analyze strengths and weaknesses in the
organizing efforts. The field organizers’ reports also present a unique view of the
life of the organizer: the effects of organizing on family life, on health and life
style, on promotional opportunities, and on retirement benefits. Few other records
offer such details on the life and work of labor union employees.

The scries is arranged alphabetically by name of organizer and then
chronologically. Because the forms used were double sided and created in
duplicates, researchers should use care in reconstructing the chronology within any
one organizer’s reports.

Series 6. Monthly Service Reports, 1956-1963
This small series contains three separate years’ compilations of reports submitted

by the regional offices to the Organizing Department documenting the services
provided by field staff to affiliated unions. To a great degree these reports
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RG9S

Organizing, 1945 - present

summarize the reports made by the individual field staff,

The series is arranged numerically by region with a few miscellaneous, related
service reports appearing at the end of the series. The processing staff cannot
explain the lack of similar records for other years.

Series 7. Monthly Roundup Reports, 1968-1972

This series contains a series of reports made by regional offices concerning
ongoing organizing work. Each report includes the companies in the region that
have been targeted for organizing, some details about the employee group, and the
name of the union conducting the campaign. While the series only covers five
years, the reports present unusual opportunities to examine organizing strategies,
successes, and failures at the plant level.

The series is organized chronologically and then numerically by region.
Series 8. Subject Files, 1955-1978, 1981

The subject files contain a wide range of materials that document the work of the
Organizing Department. To a great degree, the contents of the series is similar to
that of Series 1, Directors’ Files. Correspondence between the department and
affiliated unions appears in this series as does correspondence with other federation
departments.

The series is arranged alphabetically. The department alphabetized union names
by key word, and the processing team followed that practice although the union
title is given in full.

Artificial Collection.

MSS: 61 Manuscript dated 1953 which summarizes CIO history and includes
summary of early organizing activities.
140 Manuscript, n. d. Projection of Union Membership with notes from
Alan Kistler to Charles McDonald attached.
141  Memo dated 1973 from Alan Kistler to William L. Kircher,
discussing union membership in the public sector. Includes table,
fact sheet, and clipping.
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Micro 10 Operation Dixie: The CIO Organizing Committee Papers, 1946-1953.
This collection has 75 microfilm reels of materials concerning the CIOs organizing
campaign in the South following World War II (primarily North Carolina, South
Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia).
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VERTICAL FILES, 1882-1990.
RG98-001

This collection of alphabetically organized subject files is primarily composed of printed material,
mostly clippings of articles from newspapers and magazines, that deal with issues of interest to
the labor movement. There are also some trade union publications, pamphlets, flyers, etc,
included in the files. The collection was maintained as a reference resource to provide
information services to the officers and staff of the AFL, and the AFL-CIO.

There are a number of files that deal directly with organizing:

Box/Folder Title

42/6 Organizing Activities, 1928-1974

42/7 Organizing Activities, 1975-1981

42/8 Organizing Activities, 1981-1985

42/9 Organizing Activities, 1982

42/10 Organizing Activities, 1986-1987

42/11 Organizing Activities: Houston, 1981-1983
42/12 Organizing Activities: White Collar, 1979-1987
42/13 Organizing Materials, 1957-1976

42/14 Organizing Materials, 1974-1983

57/17 Southern Organizing Campaign, 1929-1940
57/18 Southern Organizing Campaign, 1946-1957

There are also several other folder topics that may relate to issues involving organizing:

Anti-Unionism, 1946-1987 (4 folders, 2/18-2/21)

Leafletting, 1980-1982 (34/23)

Representation Elections, 1963-1985 (2 folders, 51/9-51/10)

United States National Labor Relations Board, 1933-1987 (7 folders, 67/21-68/2)

The collection also has many files on strikes, some of which involved organizing campaigns.
You might consult subject heading "Strikes," which includes the following general category:

Strikes: Sitdown, 1932-1987 (58/14)
Strikes and Lockouts, 1917-1987 (6 folders, 58/15-59/4)
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Strikes and Lockouts: Foreign, 1977-1980 (59/5)
Strikes and Lockouts: Government Employees, 1976-1980 (59/6)
Strikes and Lockouts: Individual, 1969-1985 (59/7)

Researchers can also check for listings for individual strikes that they are interested in. These
might be listed by the name of the employer (i.e. "J.P. Stevens") or the location of the strike (ie.
"Henderson, N.C.").

Finally, it is possible that there might be information on organizing that would appear under
listings for particular industries or occupational categories (i.c. Textile Industry, Building Trades,
Government Employees, etc).
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Subject Files (RG96-001. Series 1) Photographs of organizing activities and organizers are
found in the following folders:

Box/Folder
6/12

10/7
18/1

26/11

29/5

29/6
38/10

39/1

39/7
39/19

39/20

44/9
44/10

44/11

44/12
44/13

45/1

51/5

Title

Central Labor Bodies, State and Local, New York (includes Taxi Drivers
Organizing Committee)

Committees: AFL-CIO Farm Workers Organizing Committee, 1966-1970
Conventions: CIO, 1947 (includes speakers from the Telephone Workers
Organizing Committee)

Departments, AFL-CIO, 1974-1977 (Organization and Field Services,
meetings)

Farmworkers, Jack Eisenberg Photos, 1970 (includes farmworkers
organizing)

Farmworkers, General, 1967-1973 (includes farmworkers organizing)
International Unions, AFGE, 1952-1977 (includes CIO Government and
Civic Employees Organizing Committee)

International Unions, Machinists, 1963-1975 (includes D.C. taxi
organization campaign)

International Unions, OPEIU, 1940-1977 (includes organizing)
International Unions, Rubber Workers, 1941, 1952-1977, n.d. (includes
Goodyear Organizing Conference)

International Unions, Seafarers, 1954-1974 (includes taxi drivers
organizing)

Organizers, AFL, 1906-1950s (headshots, organizers in meetings)
Organizing, Telephone Workers Organizing Committee, CIO, 1948-1949
(group shots)

Organizing, Southern U.S., 1948-1964 (Operation Dixie - CIO, AFL
southern organizers, organizers at factories)

Organizing, Los Angeles, 1962-1964

Organizing, New York City, 1951-1968 (Teamsters, New York City taxi
drivers)

Organizing, General, 1941-1965 (various organizing drives, AFL, CIO,
AFL-CIO, leafletting, voting, strategy sessions)

Strikes and Pickets, Taxi Drivers Organizing Committee, 1965-1970
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In addition, folders 48/4 thru 48/18, 49/1 thru 49/12, 50/1 thru 50/28, 51/1 thru 51/15, and 52/1

thru 52/14 contain images of strikes and pickets in various industries.

Portrait Collection (RG96-001.

Series 2) Photographs of organizers and the national and

regional directors and assistant directors of the AFL-CIO Department of Organization are found
in the following folders:

Box/Folder
6/30
6/92
7/47
7/103
8/10
8/76
9/65
10/74
11/21
12/34
12/72
14/5
14/6
14/11
15/61
18/45
18/70
18/74
18/76
18/86
19/32
19/80
20/46
20/66
22/12
22/45
20/118
21/15
21/17
21/82

Title

Paul R. Christopher
William Collins
George Craig
Franz Daniels
Robert J. Davidson
Irwin L. DeShetler
Chester C. Dusten
Frances P. Fenton
Daniel V. Flanagan
Delmond Garst
Charles H. Gillman
Carey E. Haigler
Edward Haines
Paul Hall

Allen S. Haywood
Mary Kenney

A. R. Kinstley
William L. Kircher
Alan Kistler
Gordon Knapp
Nicholas Kurko
James J. Leary
John W. Livingston
John Lorden
Michael Mann
Lucy Randolph Mason
Herbert T. McCreedy
Henry A. McFarland
Peter M. McGavin
Carl McPeak
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Box/Folder
23/28
24/13
25/32
25/84
27/69
29/64
30/103
31/18
31/76
32/98
33/7
35/35
35/60

Title

Eugene P. Moats
John J. Murphy
Harry E. O’Reilly
Fred C. Peiper
John V. Riffe
John F. Schreier
Charles R. Smith
William J. Smith
Robert W. Starnes
Elmer P. Theiss
Hugh Thompson
E. H. Williams
Carl Winn
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ALEXANDER NEGATIVE COLLECTION

The Alexander negative collection is a collection of photographic negatives originally taken by
Ransdell and Merkle Presses from 1948-1983. Ransdell and Merkle presses offered their services
as staff photographers for the AFL-CIO, photographing various labor activities, mostly in the
metro Washington, DC area. In 1983, Merkle press went out of business and was bought by one
of its photographers, Frank Alexander. Alexander donated the collection of negatives to the
GMMA. The bulk of the photographs in this collection are from 1955-1976. The collection is
indexed by national and international union, by subject, and chronologically by job number. One
of the limitations of the finding aids for this collection is that it fails to differentiate between
small jobs (a few negatives) and large jobs (rolls of film).

The following represents the results of a search of the index by national/international unions and
subject. In addition to these job numbers, many negatives of individual portraits exists within
the collection; however, without a specific listing of names, it is impossible to determine if any
of the subjects of those jobs are known organizers.

JOB NUMBER DATE DESCRIPTION

American Bakers and Confection Workers
7018 12/4/64 Organizers meeting Statler Hotel
9557 1/10/68 Meeting of organizers at Hilton Hotel
16512 1/6/77 Organizers seminar

AFL
0503 5/53 Organizers conference
45-161-1to 15 7/54 Regional directors of organizing
45-961-1 to 2 10/7/55 Organizers with Mr. Schnitzler
1200 1/9/56 Organizing staff

AFL-CIO
2770 1/6/59 Organizing meeting
7066 12/23/64 Railway clerk air transport organizing bus
10276 12/10/68 William Kircher organizing meeting
12258 3/4/71 New organizers and George Meany

American Federation of Teachers
1594 9/28/56 Megel and Daniels at organizers office

American Newspaper Guild
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JOB NUMBER

9520

Asbestos Workers
4861

Bricklayers
12495

Carpenters
4569
5013
11368
11498
11776
11969
12020
14509

Chemical Workers
1803

Clerks, retail
2151
9363
10126
10404
10423
10594
10653
10823
10856
10941
11112
11156
11579
11886

DATE

11/29/67

3/15/62

5/20/71

11/6/61
5/11/62
2/20/70
4/8/70
7/20/70
10/28/70
11/20/70
4/3/74

2/26/57

10/17/57
9/67
10/23/68
1/31/69
2/11/69
4/8/69
4/29/69
6/30/69
7/14/69
8/26/69
11/10/69
11/17/69
5/5/70
9/15/70

Engineers, International Operating

DESCRIPTION

Organizing committee - Washington/Baltimore guild

Copy negative organizers

Organizers meeting - Shoreham

Organizers meeting
Organizers meeting
Organizing class
Organizers meeting
Organizer group
Organizers class
Organizing group

General organizers meeting

Joint organizing committee

Montgomery Ward - organizing

General organizer meeting - Washington, DC
Akron, Ohio organizing campaign

New organizers meeting

New organizers meeting

Department store organizers meeting

New organizers with Senator Ralph W. Yarborough
Organizing seminar

New organizers

Mr. Housewright presenting kits to new organizers
General organizers

Ten new general organizers

McGrath - presenting new organization with kits
New organizers with Mr. Housewright
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JOB NUMBER DATE DESCRIPTION

2439 4/9/58 National organization conference

Firemen and Qilers

6025 9/19/63 Organizational meeting, Baltimore
12555 6/15/71 Organization group at Friendly High School (MD)
12749 10/1/71 Local 400 - victory celebration
12768 10/12/71 Local 400 - certified
Fire Fighters
10580 3/27/69 Organizing meeting
Furniture Workers, United
11873 9/15/70 Meeting with AFL-CIO organizing department
Government Employees - Federal
2156 10/18/57 Organizational activity
1645 11/5/56 Organizers, AFL-CIO building
3641 6/23/60 Organizing drive, Labor Department
4035 2/11/61 Organizers institute
4056 2/27/61 Organizers meeting, James Campbell and internal
revenue comm.
4635 11/22/61 Pentagon organizing display
4858 3/22/62 New membership presentations
16897 12/5/78 Organizing drive at Department of Energy,
Washington, DC
16899 12/5/78 Organizing drive at Department of Energy,

Germantown, MD

Government Employees - State, County, and Municipal

4672 1/9/62 Organizers meeting with Zander
5431 12/11/62 Organizing seminar
Hod Carriers
6779 7/29/64 Organizers meeting
13131 4/4/72 Government organizing committee

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
45-690-1 to 4 3/31/55 4th class organizers
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JOB NUMBER DATE

13158 4/18/72
Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen

2860 2/6/59
Office Employees

4645 11/29/61

11667 6/2/70
Painters

7416 4/30/65

7474 5/17/65

10133 10/29/68
Plasterers

8154 3/24/66
Plumbers

4884 4/4/62

11101 11/6/69
Post Office Motor Vehicle Employees

9209 6/21/67
Postal Transport Association

1853 4/1/57
Printing Pressmen

15093 4/13/75
Sheet Metal

1243 1/19/56

1624 10/11/56

2784 1/12/59

14918 1/7/75

Organizing, 1945 - present

DESCRIPTION

Organizing committee

Organizing committee

Northeast organizational conference - New York
Organizing at Washington education center -
Rockville, MD, Local #2

Organizers meeting - Washington, DC
Executive board and organizers portraits
G.S.A. organize meeting

Eddie Leonard becoming Kentucky Colonel and
swearing in of new organizers

Organizers meeting
General organizers meeting, Washington - Hilton

Nationwide membership drive

Organizing posters

Organizer meeting

Organizers meeting
Organizers
Organizing brochure
Organizers meeting
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JOB NUMBER DATE DESCRIPTION

Tobacco Workers

10315 1/16/69 Organizer meeting
13191 4/28/72 Organizing conference
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YARMOLA NEGATIVE COLLECTION

Organizing, 1945 - present

The Yarmola negative collection is a collection of photographic negatives originally taken by
Steve Yarmola, a staff photographer for the AFL-CIO information department. The collection
covers the years 1972-1992, and the images contained in this collection cover a myriad of events,

including but not limited to:

AFL-CIO meetings, conferences, press conferences, rallies,

speeches, testimony, union leaders, and union rank and file. The collection is indexed by subject
and chronologically by job number. The following represents the results of a search of the index

by subject.

JOB NUMBER

AFL-CIO
303
305
307
523
850

1077
1223
1438

Labor Studies Center

707

939
979

1038

DATE

3/27/74
3/28/74
3/28/74
3/6/75
11/11/76
2/1/78
1/30/79
11/13/80

1/22/76

4/25/77

7125177
10/19/77

DESCRIPTION

Organizers meeting

Kirkland with general organizers

Meany with general organizers

Bill Roehl - organization department
Organization and field reps meeting
Organization department meeting
Organization standing committee
Organizing department conference, CWA

How to improve leadership skills and organizing
techniques

Organizing class

Organizing and arbitration

Organizing
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MORRIS B. SCHNAPPER COLLECTION

The Morris B. Schnapper Collection consist of materials related to the publication of American
Labor: A Pictorial Social History (Washington, DC: Public Affairs Press, 1972) [copy available
in the George Meany Memorial Archives Library, call number HD8066.S35]. The collection is
comprised of photographs, research notes and correspondence, and post-publication materials.
The collection is organized into two main categories: reference files by date and reference files
by subject. Although this collection contains a treasure of visual materials, because of its
organization a researcher will often have to look under two or three headings and cross reference
a subject in the finding aid for this collection.

The materials in the Schnapper collection focus on workers and the labor movement prior to
1945. The materials on the post-World War II era to 1970 can be found on pages 540-68. While
there is no subject file related to organizing, scattered materials on organizing do exist within the
collection. The remainder of this portion of this pathfinder will attempt to guide a researcher
toward those materials in the Morris B. Schnapper Collection which might contain information
related to union organizing in the post-World War II era. Researchers should be aware that The
George Meany Memorial Archives does not hold copyright to most of the items in the collection.

TYPE OF FILE FILE NAME BOX/FOLDER”®

Reference Files by Date 1940-1949 6/12
1950-1959 6/13
1960s 4/24
1970 6/14

Reference Files by Subject

General Civil Rights, 1970s 6/15
Labor History 2/17
Unions 3/10

Unions By Name CWA 2/6
IBEW 2/29
ILGWU 3/53
Teamsters 3722

Industries/Occupations Actors 2/15
Agriculture 2/11
Auto 2/30
Bricklayers
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TYPE OF FILE FILE NAME BOX/FOLDER"
Reference Files by Subject, Cont.
Industries/Occupations Brewers 3/33
Builders
Carpenters
Clothing Workers 3/37
Fire Fighters 3/44
Government/Municipal Workers 3/48
Machinists/Machinery
Maritime 3/61
Meat 4/3
Mine Workers/Miners 3/6
Occupations 3/12
Painters
Postal Workers
Railroad 3/5
Shipping 5/41
Steel 4/18
Teachers 3/24
Textile 3/23
Transportation/Transit
Post-Publication Files Negatives from Schnapper labels 1/42
- 1950s
Negatives from Schnapper labels 1/41
- 1960s Files
Negatives from Schnapper labels 1/53
- Modern Items
Book Notes
Book Correspondence
Unprocessed Textual Material
* NOTE: For each folder title, there may exist two folders: one for reference material and

another for photographs. If such is the case, the folder containing photographs
will have the same box/folder number, except that it will be followed by: (b); e.g.,
6/12(b) refers to the photographs for the reference files by date for the years 1940-

1949.
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RG97-001

Organizing, 1945 - present

AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS

Audio-visual Media. International Labor Communications Association. Broadcast
Competition.

Radio Recordings:

Organizing Purposes (1983 radio spot, by United Food and Commercial Workers
International (UFCW) Local 328 (Providence, RI) intended to create awareness of
advantages of organizing a union)

Carolina Food Workers’ Voice Spot #2 (United Food and Commercial Workers
International’s organizing efforts include this tape of workers discussing their own
personal issues)

CWA/Sprint Employee Network (1990 radio spot produced by the Communications
Workers of America in Washington, D. C. in order to take the organizing
committee’s message to the public)

Radio Spot: Ronnie Lott (produced by International Union of Operating Engineers
(IUOE) Local 3, in order to increase public awareness of the union and to assist
in organizing efforts)

The Voice of Labor (July, 1981, radio spots produced by the Greater Kansas City
Labor Council which addressed, among other subjects, organizing)

Video Recordings:

Bricklayer (produced by the International Union of Bricklayers and Allied
Craftsmen (BAC) in Washington, D. C. in order to support the union’s organizing
efforts)

Building Our Future (produced by the Civil Service Employees Association,
AFSCME, Local 1000 in Albany, NY, as an organizing tool to fight the
decertification campaign mounted by an independent association against the union)
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Dynamics (produced by the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace
Workers (IAM) in Upper Marlboro, MD, to assist in their organizing campaigns)

FORUM: What Do Women Want? (produced by the Service Employees
International Union (SEIU), District 925 in 1983; reveals and identifies the
concerns of women office workers and their need to organize)

From Bedside to Bargaining Table (produced by the Service Employees
International Union (SEIU) in 1984 in Washington, D. C., in order to assist in
organizing nurses)

Let’s Get Organized (details the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of
America (UBC) volunteer organizing program. NOTE: video is in 2
Audiscan/Synchrolock commercial cartidges and GMMA does not have the
equipment necessary to view item)

Minnesota At Work #2 (produced by the Minnesota AFL-CIO/Labor Education
Service at the University of Minnesota; portrays union members and organizing)

Nassau County Island and Testimonial (1989 commercials by the Civil Service
Employees Association, AFSCME, Local 1000 (Albany, NY) prepared as
organizing tools)

Organizing O & A (produced by the United Steelworkers of America (USWA)
in Pittsburgh, PA, as a tool for organizers to address issues about unions that
union busting consultants raised in their efforts)

United Steelworkers President Williams Answers Workers Questions (produced by
the United Steelworkers of America (USWA), Pittsburgh, PA, in 1990; informs
perspective union organizers on the advantages of going union; Lynn Williams
addresses many of the concerns that those attempting to organize may have)

What Time Is It? (produced by the United Food and Commercial Workers Union
(UFCW) in Washington, D. C.; The House of Raeford organizing committee
created this video addressing the problems at their workplace and the reasons they
needed to form a union)

Slide Show:

Slide Presentation with accompanying audio cassette, Beating the Union Busters
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(Service Emplloyees International Union (SEIU) slide show presentation reveals
how anti-union consultants operate and tries to instruct organizing committees how
to run a successful organizing campaign that will break such union busters)

Films:

Building Industrial Unionism (produced by the United Auto Workers (UAW) in
1944)

Building Union Participation in Politics (produced by the United Steelworkers of
America (USWA))

Organizing Begins at Home (produced by the AFL-CIO Departments of
Organizing and Education in 1957. 16mm)

Organizing for Better Health (produced by the AFL-CIO Social Security
Department)
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GRAPHICS COLLECTION, 1892, 1900-1995
Record Group: RG99
Collection No.: RG99-001

The Graphics Collection consists of 3 different kinds of material: 1) Posters and broadsides
from the AFL, CIO, AFL-CIO and affiliated organizations; 2) Non-AFL-CIO posters and
broadsides; 3) Other graphics (including handbills, leaflets, and newspaper clippings).

The bulk of the material was issued by the AFL-CIO, including its affiliates and predecessors.
It is divided into 18 series, and stored in 50 folders and 2 oversized boxes.

The subject matter of the collection is largely events, issues, and themes of importance or
interest to organized labor. However, the collection is organized alphabetically by organization
or individual, not by subject matter. There is a finding aid to the collection, with series notes
which provides a short description of the material contained in each series. Organizing is not
a subject mentioned in any of the series notes; however, some materials related to post-World
War II organizing are contained in this collection. In particular, Series 3, 4, and 9.

SERIES FOLDER DESCRIPTION
Series 3 AFL; CIO; FD1/B/02 Approximately 13 handbills distributed by
AFL-CIO Posters and organizers to workers.

Broadsides, 1919-1995

Series 4 International FD1/C/01 Poster. "Vote NACTA -
and National Unions, A United Voice for Controllers” (National
1919-1995 Air Traffic Controllers Association)

Five Broadsides published by IUE and IBEW.
Propaganda for organizing campaigns. (1957

1) "Proof. . . Positive. IUE Red Officers
Probed." (Published by IBEW)

2) "Proof. . . Positive.
Not 10 years ago, not 5 years ago. This is
the IUE today!
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SERIES FOLDER
Series 9 Staff FD1/F/02
Departments,

1960-1995

DESCRIPTION

3) "Accused! By Inference and Smears"
(Broadside published by IUE
to refute IBEW charges of Communist
influence wihin the IUE. Distributed
during an organizing campaign of
Bloomington, IN Westinghouse
workers.)

4) "Here's Why IAM Hides It’s Constitution.
.. And No Wonder." (Broadside published
by IUE during a campaign to organize
Sylvania Workers in Emporium and Mill Hall,
PA.)

5) "The Blunder of The Century" (IBEW
broadside accused IUE of operating a non-
union establishment near Dover, NJ. The two
unions were compreting to represent local
Westinghouse workers.)

Poster. "The Mission of the AFL-CIO
Central Labor Council is to organize in the
community to promote social justice for all
working people. "
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MUSEUM COLLECTION

The museum collection of the George Meany Memorial Archives contains a small number of
artifacts related to labor organizing efforts. Buttons, stickers, banners, and T-shirts have been
used to get the word out among workers in organizing campaigns. The listing of artifacts
associated with organizing is only a representative sampling as much of the collection remains
uncataloged at this time, and even less of the collection is retrievable via finding aids.

1998-0023-0M22 Button. "Don’t Mourn - Organize. Joe Hill Murdered Nov. 19 1915."
aIww)
1997-0059-M01 Mug. "Virginia Works Best when we Say. . . Union
Yes." (Virginia State AFL-CIO)
1997-0056-M01 Button. ~ Union Summer logo.
1997-0054-M01 Sticker. ~ Union Summer logo.
1997-0054-M02 T-shirt.  Union Summer logo.
1994-0033-M02 Buttons.  "Join AFSCME"
Textile Workers Oganizing Committee
"Join CWA * It Doesn’t Cost It Pays"
"I Want the Amalgamated Clothing Workers
of America"
Organizing Committee (CWA-CIO)
Joe Hill Centennial (1879-1979). "Don’t
Mourn . . . Organize"
2  "America Works Best When We Say
Union Yes" (AFL-CIO and Virginia State
AFL-CIO)
"A Woman’s Place is in Her Union" (CLUW)
"Vote IAM"
United Construction Workers Organizing
Committee
"I am Voting IBEW"
"Vote IUE-CIO"
"Keep Your Eye on IBEW * We Will Win"
"Victory With United Textile Workers of
America * AFL"
1994-0033-M04 Stickers. "Live Better / Work Union" (Young Trade
Unionists - Baltimore Council AFL-CIO)
"Live Better / Work Union" (Maryland State and D. C.
AFL-CIO)
"America Works Best When We Say. . .
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Union Yes." (IBB)

"Work Union. . . It Pays." (Young Trade
Unionists Washington D. C.)
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LABOR’S HERITAGE

Labor’s Heritage is a scholarly-based journal of original documented work published quarterly
by the George Meany Memorial Archives. Labor’s Heritage has featured numerous articles
which provide a historical context for organizing within the labor movement, many of which fall
outside the chronological scope of this pathfinder. The following is a brief annotated
bibliography of materials relating to organizing in the post-World War I era in Labor’s Heritage
through volume 8, number 4.

Articles in Labor’s Heritage

Draper, Alan. "Claude Ramsay, the Mississippi AFL-CIO, and the Civil Rights Movement. "
Vol. 4, No. 4, pp. 15-17. This article focuses on why Ramsay, president of the
Mississippi state AFL-CIO, made an alliance with and attempted to organize Southern
blacks.

Honey, Michael. "Fighting on Two Fronts: Black Unionists in Memphis in the Jim Crow
Era." Vol. 4, No. 1. pp 53-66, passim. The author argues that union organizing
provided the impetus for organizing black communities during the Civil Rights
movement.

OyamO. "Theater Isn’t Just for Sitting There: OyamO Reflects on his Play I AM A MAN."
Vol. 8, No. 3, pp. 40-42, 50, 54-55. Discusses T.O. Jones and the 1968 AFSCME
strike in Memphis, which became a campaign for Civil Rights and drew national
attention by bringing the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to Memphis where he was
assassinated.

Pohl, Frances K. "Ben Shahn and Fortune Magazine: Representations of Labor in 1946."
Vol. 1, No. 1, pp. 44-55, passim. Describes Ben Shahn’s illustrations for a Fortune
magazine article on the efforts of the AFL and CIO to organize non-union industries in
the South.

Quigel, James P., Jr. "IUE Archives at Rutgers University: Documenting the International
Union of Electronic, Electrical, Salaried, Machine, and Furniture Workers." Vol. 7,

No. 4, p. 56. Quigel comments on the records available on the organizing efforts of the
IUE.
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Young, Ken. "The Way We Were: Organizing and Other Matters, 1951-1963." Vol. 6,
No.2, pp. 65-77, passim. Memoir of the early career of Young, who was director of the
AFL-CIO Legislative Department and Executive Assistant to AFL-CIO President Lane
Kirkland, describing his work as an organizer for the Insurance Workers of America.

Tllustrations in Labor’s Heritage

Vol. 6, No. 2, p. 70. Staff of the Insurance and Allied Workers Organizing Committee,
CIO, 1954.

Vol. 7, No. 4, pp. 60-61. Organizers distributing IUE leaflets, 1952.

Vol. 7, No. 4, pp. 64-65. IUE-CIO’s Southern Organizing Drive, 1954,
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MISCELLANEOUS SOURCES

The following is a listing of miscellaneous sources held by the George Meany Memorial
Archives which provide information relating to organizing, 1945 to the present. Most of these
sources are available in the reading room of the GMMA. It is difficult to assess how much
material in these sources is related to organizing, as these sources either have no master index
or are indexed by year only.

AFL, CIO and AFL-CIO Pamphlets

The GMMA holds a collection of numbered and miscellaneous pamphlets of the AFL-CIO, the
AFL, and the CIO. The CIO publications are bound in numbered order, from number 1 through
number 190. The CIO publications cover a wide range of issues, including CIO resolutions, the
general goal and mission of the CIO, and index to films and other materials available, etc.,
which touch on organizing only in general terms. Those publications dealing with the post-
World War II period begin with publication number 114. The AFL-CIO publications begin in
1956 and run through 1994. They are bound by year, and include publications number 1-
number 263. Although no master index exists, they are indexed by year, beginning in 1958.
As with the CIO publications, the AFL-CIO publications cover a wide range of topics, many of
which deal with organizing in both general and specific terms, with representative material
including AFL-CIO resolutions, titles such as "Number One Objective," and "Organizaids,"
which are organizing kits with various materials, posters, etc. which an organizer could tailor
to his/her specific needs.

In addition to these bound volumes, which reside in the GMMA reading room, there is an
unprocessed collection of AFL, CIO, and AFL-CIO pamphlets housed in the archives. The
pamphlets in this collection may contain some duplicates of the pamphlets in the bound volumes.

There are a number of pamphlets on the subject of organizing in this collection:
CIO Pamphlets:
Box/Folder Title

5/1 Why Workers Organize Union: The Right, Reasons, Results of
Unions, 1954

The George Meany Memorial Archives Page 40



Pathfinder: Organizing, 1945 - present

Unprocessed Pamphlet Collection, AFL, AFL-CIO:

Box/Folder Title

19/7 Hints to Unions, Organizers and Others (Meany), undated

16/6 How To Do It: Urging Automobile Workers to Join the Union,
undated

E01/B/35 Right of Teachers to Organize, 1963

16/16 Right to Organize, undated

E01/B/33 Rise of a Farm Workers Union, 1967

AFL-CIO Proceedings/CIO Proceedings/Reports of the AFL

The AFL-CIO Proceedings contains reports, resolutions, and other activities of the constitutional
conventions of the AFL-CIO. Published biannually, these volumes contain a table of contents
in the front, and, beginning with the 1971 edition, an index located in the rear of the volume.
The George Meany Archives has volumes for the years 1955 to present in its collection. Prior
to the 1955 merger between the AFL and CIO, each body published its own proceedings. The
GMMA holds both the CIO Proceedings, which were issued annually from 1938-1954, and the
Reports of the AFL, published annually from 1888-1955. Both of these publications contain a
table of contents in the front of each volume and an index in the rear.

A. F. of L. History, Encyclopedia and Reference Book

The A. F. of L. History, Encyclopedia and Reference Book is designed as a compliment to the
official proceedings of the AFL. It provides a convenient reference to the most important policy
decisions, providing background and context, as well as bibliographic reference to the AFL’s
convention proceedings. The A. F. of L. History, Encyclopedia and Reference Book consists of
three volumes published in 1919, 1924, and 1955. Although this remains an extremely useful
tool for the researcher to examine the convention proceedings of the AFL, for the scope of this
pathfinder, its utility is limited to a discussion of the Southern Organizing Campaign, on pp.
2174-75 of part II, volume III.

America @ Work

America @ Work is an official publication of the AFL-CIO issued monthly. It is designed to
inspire and support front-line union leaders and activists with tips, tools, and news. Each issue
includes at least one feature article dealing with organizing; sample titles include, "Organizing
That Works," "Organizing by New Rules," "How to Grow an Organizer," and "Mobilize to
Organize." The GMMA has volume 1 (1996) through present. The International Serial number
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for this publication is ISSN 1091594X.
American Federationist

The American Federationist is a monthly publication containing articles and feature stories
dealing with the labor movement. The American Federationist was published by the AFL from
1894 (volume 1) until its merger with the CIO in 1955 (volume 62), at which time the title
changed to AFL-CIO American Federationist and the volume numbers began anew. The GMMA
holds copies of the American Federationist from 1894-1955 and the AFL-CIO American
Federationist from 1956-1981 These volumes are indexed by year, with the index located at the
front of the volume for the years 1894-1961 and at the rear of the volume for the years 1962-
1981. Articles relating to organizing in the period 1945 to present might be found in volume
52 (1945) - volume 62 (1955) American Federationist and volume 1 (1956) - volume 26 (1981)
AFL-CIO American Federationist.

CIO News/AFL-CIO News

The CIO News is a weekly newspaper published by the Congress of Industrial Organizations.
The paper features general news items, some of which pertain to organizing drives, and contains
columns on organizing by Allan S. Haywood, vice president and director of organizing, and
John V. Riffe, executive vice president. The GMMA holds volume 1 (1937) through volume
18 (1955) of CIO News. After the merger of the AFL and CIO in 1955, the CIO News became
the AFL-CIO News; the GMMA holds volume 1 (1956) through volume 40 (1995) of the AFL-
CIO News. No master index for this publication exists.

Press Releases

The GMMA has CIO press releases from 1949-1955, and AFL-CIO press releases from 1955-
1995, which cover a wide range of topics. Included in the collection of press releases are
general new releases, full text copies of speeches by the president, executive vice president, and
secretary treasurer, and full text of testimony before congressional hearings. These press
releases are arranged chronologically and have no master index.

Chester Wright’s Labor Letter

Chester Wright's Labor Letter is a weekly newsletter containing information on labor relations,
strikes, and news relating to the labor movement. Named after its editor, it was published from
1933-1949. The GMMA holds copies of Chester Wright’s Labor Letter from 1934-1949.
John Herling’s Labor Letter
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John Herling’s Labor Letter is a weekly newsletter containing information on labor relations,
strikes, and news relating to the labor movement. It is the successor to Chester Wright’s Labor
Letter, and was published by John Herling, a Washington based free-lance journalist, from 1950
until his retirement in 1988. The GMMA holds copies of John Herling’s Labor Letter from
1950-1988. The international serial number for this publication is ISSN-0021-7190.
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